
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

Our Evangelism Committee has been reading and 

discussing the book Why Nobody Wants to Go to Church 

Anymore: And How 4 Acts of Love Will Make Your Church 

Irresistible. The past few meetings we have been looking at 

“Fearless Conversation” as an act of love. One of the ideas 

was to encourage people to tell their own stories.  

 

It was decided that we will try to facilitate this story-telling 

as a way to get to know one another better, and as a way to 

encourage one another in our faith. The following questions 

were given to the committee members to answer about 

themselves. Their responses will be a regular part of our 

monthly newsletter. Then others in the congregation (that’s 

you) will be asked over time to also answer these questions, 

if you are willing.  

 

1. Where were you born? Tell about your family.  

 

2. When did you become a member of Swedesburg? What 

are some of the ways that you have been involved here?  

 

3. How have you seen God at work in your life? What has 

your life experience taught you about God? Have you 

ever had an experience in which you felt the presence of 

God?  

 

4. What do you think your purpose in life is?  

Newsletter - December 2017 



This is not a competition; everyone’s story is equally valid 

and valuable.  

 

We Lutherans have a tendency to be quiet about our faith, 

perhaps afraid that we will appear to be boasting if we share 

these things. It’s not boasting, it’s giving God the glory for 

the things He has done in our lives.  

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 

 

I am Swedesburg Lutheran 

Stacy Speidel 

Where were you born? I was born in Mount Pleasant and grew up in 

rural New London. My dad was a farmer and my mom was a 

farmwife and school teacher turned stay at home mom to me and my 

younger brother. My parents were married at the Presbyterian Church 

in New London where both my brother and I were baptized. My 

brother and I later became members of Shinar Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church in Pleasant Grove. 

 

Tell about your family. I have been married to my husband, Dennis, 

for 36 years and have three grown children, Elizabeth, Daniel, and 

Andrea. Dennis was raised Lutheran. Dennis and I were married in 

the Lutheran Church where I later became a member. Our children 

were baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran Church. 

 

I have been blessed with four grandchildren, Chloe, Sawyer, Harper, 

and Kellan. I love being a wife and mother, but I think being a 

grandmother is one of the greatest blessings that I could have ever had 

bestowed on me. 

 

When did you become a member of SELC? Dennis and I became 

members of SELC in February, 2016. I am very happy to be a 

member of SELC and I think the decision to join was one of the best 



decisions I have ever made. I love that the congregation prayed for 

our family even before we ever sat in the pew. I love how friendly and 

caring everyone is. I love that there are so many opportunities to be 

involved and participate in worship on Sunday mornings as well as all 

of the various ministries of the church. I love that there is a children’s 

sermon. I love that the order of worship and the hymns we sing are 

familiar to me. I know most of the words to the old hymns and even 

though I am not a great singer, I can blend in with the beautiful organ 

music. I love the new and more contemporary music that finds me 

feeling uplifted. I love that I don’t feel conflicted by rules and 

doctrine that are contrary to my personal beliefs. 

 

What are some ways that you have been involved? I am a member of 

the Evangelism Committee and serve on the Church Council. I help 

organize the blood drives that are hosted at the Parish Hall. Last year, 

Dennis and I worked at Smorgasbord for the first time. I was able to 

take part in making Ostkaka. It was a wonderful experience to be a 

part of this tradition. I am looking forward to helping out again this 

year. 

 

How have you seen God at work in your life? I have many examples 

of how I have seen God at work in my life, but since I am writing an 

interview article and not a book, I will highlight a couple of my most 

pivotal moments. 

 

When I was in grade school, I had a good friend that invited me to go 

to Sunday School with her. That’s when my brother and I started to 

go to church at Pleasant Grove with my friend and her family. They 

picked us up every Sunday morning, took us to Bible School in the 

summer, and youth group on Sunday nights. My friend’s mom and the 

mother of another classmate of mine were my Sunday School and 

Bible School teachers for most of my youth. They taught me about the 

Bible. They taught me that I am a child of God. They taught me that 

God loved me so much that He sent Jesus to die for me. I mean, how 

special can you feel? Is there a greater gift? 

 

I have wonderful memories of this time in my life and am grateful 

that God put Marilyn, Darlene, and their families in my life to teach 

me about God’s love and the importance of sharing the Good News of 

Jesus. I know it was a huge commitment to make time for lesson 

planning and organizing events, let alone being responsible for 



watching over extra kids besides your own. I am a blessed recipient of 

their commitment to serve the God they loved so much. Because of 

this, I too was a Sunday School and VBS teacher for many years. 

 

About 22 years ago, life got real hard real fast. Dennis was involved 

in a car accident and suffered a spinal cord injury. He was being 

aircared from the ED at HCHC in Mount Pleasant to the University of 

Iowa Hospitals. The nurse that was working that night asked me if I 

wanted her to arrange any spiritual support. I told her that I did. When 

I got to the hospital in Iowa City, there was a chaplain waiting for me. 

He stayed with me through the night, got me settled into the SICU 

waiting room, read God’s Word to me, and prayed. That chaplain 

would continue to be a regular visitor throughout our hospital stay. 

 

I waited for almost two days to talk to a doctor who told me that my 

husband had a .05% chance of recovery. He said that Dennis would 

never walk again, never work in his job again, and would never be the 

same person. There I was with three young kids, a husband with a 

very serious injury, and our family was facing an uncertain future. I 

seriously felt like I was having an out of body experience. Like this 

just couldn’t be my life. I didn’t think I could make it through. I had 

never faced a real tragedy before. 

 

I had no idea how many people would pray for my husband, for me, 

and for my kids. There were people calling and stopping by to tell me 

that they were praying for us, or their church was praying for us, or 

they had told their family or friends whose churches were praying for 

us. I cannot begin to describe what that meant to me to know that so 

many people were praying. 

 

Twenty years later, I was right back in that same SICU waiting room 

with my son who was facing a very serious health crisis. Once again, I 

had a couple of ladies that God put in my life to remind me of God’s 

love. Once again, many people were praying. Once again, a Pastor 

was there regularly to pray and share God’s Word in a critical 

moment. Thank you Jan, Lennis, and Pastor Mark. 

 

What has your life experience taught you about God? My life 

experience has taught me that God loves me, prayer is powerful, 

miracles still happen, I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me, and I am called to love others and share the Good 



News of Jesus Christ just like the people God has put in my life who 

have served as examples to me. My faith has provided me peace and 

hope in difficult times, and joy in happy times. 

 

Have you ever had an experience in which you felt the presence of 

God? I think that I have felt the presence of God constantly in my life, 

but I have a special moment that I think had a profound impact on me. 

 

My mom was dying of cancer. It was in her final days and she was 

sleeping a great deal. I think she might have had a stroke, too. It was 

one of the last things that she said, but mom opened her eyes and 

looked up. She looked like she was focused on something far away 

and distant. Like she could hear angels and see heaven Mom said, 

“they have the table set for me and it is beautiful.” Those words 

immediately took me to the 23 Psalm. In that moment, I could 

imagine the table. I could see my family and friends that have passed. 

They were at the table. It was like I could feel Jesus with me. It felt 

like there was a thin veil that separated this life and eternal life. It was 

probably one of the most serene moments I have ever experienced in 

my life. That image stuck with me Today, I see the communion of 

saints that include my loved ones and my family when I go to the 

communion table. 

 

What do you think your purpose in life is? I went to a woman’s retreat 

several years ago and we had a session where we discussed vocation 

or calling. We discussed our vocation and made a list of all the titles 

we hold that help define who we are. 

 

While I am not extremely wealthy, feel like I need more hours in the 

day, and don’t think I’m very talented, I believe that I am called to 

share my resources, time, and talents. I believe that I am called to live 

a life of faith. I am called to serve God by serving others. I am called 

to share the Gospel of Christ. This is my vocation. 

 

I am or have served in many roles to many people including being a 

co-worker, friend, in-law, cousin, niece, aunt, granddaughter, sister, 

daughter, grandmother, mother, wife, child of God. This is who I am 

 

I believe that my vocation and who I am define my purpose in life. 

 

  



I am Swedesburg Lutheran 

Peggy Grothe 

Where were you born? Tell about your family. I was born at the Davis 

County Hospital in Bloomfield Iowa. My Dad died when I was 8 and 

my mother remarried, we lived in Pulaski Iowa. When I was a 

freshman in high school I moved to Olds IA to live with my sister, 

who is 17 years older than me and has children my age. I went from 

being an only child to one of five.  

 

I have a great husband of 33 years, 4 grown daughters, 11 

grandchildren and 4 dogs. We live on a cattle farm and I am a nurse at 

Halcyon House in Washington. 

 

When did you become a member of SELC? When I married my first 

husband Charlie Grothe I became a member here. I was confirmed a 

Methodist. 

 

What are some of the ways that you have been involved here? I have 

always been very involved here: WELCA, Homebuilders, Luther 

League sponsor, taught all grades of Sunday School, been on 

Evangelism committee for several years, Church Council, been in 

various Bible Study groups, now facilitate a Book Study on 

Wednesday evenings, and record the service on Sunday mornings. I 

Usher, Read, Communion Assist and am a Worship Assistant. I like 

to keep busy. 

 

How have you seen God at work in your life? God works in my life 

every day, career wise and even down to where is the remote - Thank 

you Lord there it is. 

 

What has your life experience taught you about God? As my first 

husband died of cancer my faith pulled me through - I often go to the 

Bible I was using then and reread the highlighted areas and notes I 

wrote in the Bible. This helps me to remember that God is the one 

who knows how things will work out not us. Craig and I are together 

because that was God's plan for us through all the sorrow surrounding 

his brother's death. I am sure it was an answer to Charlie's prayers. 

 

Have you ever had an experience in which you felt the presence of 

God? I once was at a Women of Faith event at Wells Fargo Area, the 

lights were off and it was totally dark except for the lights on stage as 



Sandi Patty sang "How Great Thou Art". I felt God's arms around me 

at that moment. 

 

What do you think your purpose in life is? To care for others in 

whatever way God leads. I just need to be still and listen. 

 

December Worship Schedule 
Sundays in November 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer time in the Parish Hall (Dec. 3, 10, and 17) 

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage (Dec. 3 and 17) 

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the church (Dec. 10) 

  8:45 a.m.  Sunday School (December 3, 10, and 17) 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall 

  9:15 a.m.  Choir will practice & sing at Worship (December 10)  

                      Choir watch bulletins for updates 

10:00 a.m.  Worship (December 3, 10, 17, and 31) 

  5:00 p.m. Christmas Worship (December 24) 

11:00 p.m. Julotta (December 24) 

 

Wednesdays in December 
 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study in church lower level 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 

December 21, 2017. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on 

the bulletin board in the church narthex (entryway). Council minutes 

follow this article.  

 

Financials: (through November 22, 2017) 

Giving $187,100.93 

Expenses $182,371.41 

Mission Support $7,504.14 

Net Loss ($2,774.62) 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ 

meetings. Even better would be to join one of our committees. All 

committees meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise 

stated.  



Smorgasbord 
Smörgåsbord is on Thursday, December 7, 2017. As of printing 

time, tickets were still available for the 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. seating 

times. But hurry, they are selling quickly! Ticket prices are $17.00 

each. Advance tickets are suggested. You may contact the church 

office at 319-254-2216. When purchasing tickets in the church office, 

the church office will not have the ability to make change. 

 

Church Choir Schedule 
 

December 

 10th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship 

 24th Sing at Christmas Service 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

October 29 95 November 5 96 

November 12 94 November 19 105 

November 19 @ 7 p.m. 42 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

October 29 $2,635.00 November 5 $4,976.00 

November 12 $2,069.00 November 19 $2,930.00 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the 

church lower level. A new study will begin in November. 

 

Annual Meeting Notice 
The Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church will meet for our 

annual meeting on January 28, 2018. Please remember that 

Confirmed members need to commune and have a contribution on 

record by the end of 2016 in order to vote at this meeting. Make 

certain you sign the friendship pads in your row.  

 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
The Swedesburg WELCA will begin their sewing at the Parish Hall in 

January. Everyone is invited to join in. They will begin on 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at 9 a.m. 



 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Join the children of the Swedesburg Sunday School for our Christmas 

Program on Sunday, December 17th during 10 a.m. Worship. 

Rehearsals are taking place each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:45 in 

the church lower level, with a dress rehearsal and pizza party from 9 

a.m.-12 on Saturday, December 16th.  

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School changed to 8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. each Sunday 

morning before Worship. This change seems to be working so it will 

be permanent. Sunday School will not occur on December 24 or 31. 

We will resume on Sunday, January 7, 2018. 

 

Sunday school students recently made Thanksgiving crafts. Thank 

you to Betty Molander for supplying the cut out turkeys! 

 
 



 
 

 



Evangelism Committee 
The Evangelism Committee met on Monday, November 6 at 5:30 

p.m. The committee will meet again Monday, December 4 at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

Luther League 
Just a reminder that the Luther League continues to collect pop bottles 

and cans as a fundraiser. Collection boxes are in the east entrance to 

the church. Thank you for your donations! 

 

Bake Sale 
The Luther League will have a bake sale on Sunday, December 3, in 

the lower level of the church following worship. The proceeds of the 

bake sale will be used to buy Christmas presents for area children. 

Please support this worthwhile event. 

 

Stewardship 
Thank you to all the families that returned their time and talent sheets, 

family information sheet and their financial giving form. The time and 

talents are being processed for the new directory now. 

 

Young Adult Group 
The Young Adult Group will have a Bible study on Saturday, 

December 16 at 10:30 in the lower level of the church. Ask Pastor 

Mark for the study guide on James.  

 

Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for December: 

  3 Mike & Jackie Brawner in memory of Maxine 

Hanson’s birthday today. 

10 Mike &Jackie Brawner in honor of their 

wedding anniversary today. 

17 Anonymous 

24 Carl & Jan Alvine 

31 Craig & Peggy Grothe 
 



Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may find the church calendar on the website. Changes are made 

to it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

If you move or would like to add someone to our newsletter mailing 

list, please contact the church office with the address.  

 

Blood Drive 
The next blood drive will be December 22nd from 3-6 p.m. at the 

Parish Hall. There are still several open appointments. To schedule an 

appointment call Stacy Speidel at (319) 986-5128 or register online at 

www.bloodcenterimpact.org. The last date to donate elsewhere was 

October 27, 2017. Use Sponsor Code 5185 to schedule online. 

  

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
tel:(319)%20986-5128
http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


Parish Hall Kitchen Renovations are almost finished! 

 
 

Ostkaka was made on November 8th and 16th. 

 

 



 
 

Many people assisted with making Ostkaka. 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



A Note from Brian Palmer

 

 

WACO C.R.O.P. Drive 
The WACO C.R.O.P. Committee wishes to extend a huge Thank 

You! for recent donations to the 2017 Communities Responding to 

Overcome Poverty Drive. This year’s total was $34,544.71, of which 

Swedesburg Lutheran gave $1,190 in cash and commodities. The 

C.R.O.P. Drive allots 25% of the total for local needs. The WACO 

Ministerial Association oversees disbursement of these funds. God 

bless you for your giving! 



 

Merry Christmas from LSI! 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it.” — John 1:5  

 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! Every day, as a 

ministry partner of LSI, you help bring the light of Christ to others. At 

LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We know 

parents who feel hopeless, with little to no resources to raise their 

young children. We know adults with disabilities who feel voiceless, 

with no support system or connection to their community. We know 

teens who are aging out of the foster care system, who fear they will 

never belong to anyone or have a family to love them.  

 

LSI’s work is Christmas work, shining love, compassion, and light in 

places of darkness, despair, abuse, neglect, addiction, and loneliness. 

We could not do this important work without you, and we are so 

grateful. Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI!  

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

A Voice for Change 
Morgan struggled with anger management before coming to LSI’s 

Bremwood Residential Treatment Center in Waverly. When she was 

in stressful situations, she tried to escape her emotions by running 

away. But she can remember the exact moment she knew she wanted 

to make a change.  

 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://lsiowa.org/


 “One day at Bremwood, another resident lashed out at a staff. I was 

just sitting there thinking this is not the life I want to live,” Morgan 

says. “This is not me. This is not who I want to be.” She worked hard 

to practice her coping skills and soon graduated out of Bremwood. 

But Morgan wanted to do more to give back and help others.  

 

Morgan, now 19, is going to college for Agricultural Business. She 

recently took her first international trip to Haiti to study local farming, 

and she’s already saving money to take a similar trip to Brazil next 

year. Morgan turned to LSI once again – but this time, not for herself. 

Instead, to help others in need: youth just like her who need support, a 

listening ear and words of encouragement. LSI and Woodhaven 

Shelter had been there for Morgan during some of her darkest times. 

Now, she wants to be there for those who need it.  

 

She is now employed as a Youth Associate in LSI’s Woodhaven 

Shelter! When a new resident comes through the doors, Morgan is 

there to show them that no matter the odds, they can make a better life 

for themselves. She is there to help other youth find their path to 

hope, healing and wholeness. 

 

Thank you’s 
Dear Swedesburg Church: Thank you so much for the wonderful 

check. It was so sweet to know that you were thinking of me. 

Thinking of you all too with the fondest memories.  

Thank you, Beth Wells 

 

We would like to thank you and the donors of Swedesburg Lutheran 

Church for the blood drive you recently held with Mississippi Valley 

Regional Blood Center. Your group provided 19 donations for local 

hospitals served by MVRBC. Because each whole blood donation can 

be processed into multiple blood components, your blood drive 

provided up to 76 products for patients in need.  

Sincerely, Amanda Hess; Director, donor Relations 

 

Just a note to let everyone at Swedesburg church know how much we 

enjoy the newsletter and the wonderful pictures in it. The new kitchen 

update looks so nice! 

Sincerely, Lennis & Eldon Beichter 

 

  



Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: Thank you for your gift of $3,000  

to Lutheran Disaster Response. With this gift you are providing 

emotional and spiritual care, supplying emergency relief, and 

addressing long-term recovery. With your gifts you are making 

possible the support of unmet needs, the coordinating of volunteers in 

the United States through our local affiliates, and the promoting of 

disaster risk-reduction internationally, expanding knowledge and 

ability. Thank you for the gift and all your faithful generous gifts. 

Thank you for encouraging others to learn, act, pray and give with 

you. Thank you for living into God’s words of justice and mercy and 

for joining the whole church to love and serve one another. 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: From the bottom of our hearts 

thank you. Your decision to stand beside the poor and oppressed in 

east Africa will forever transform families and entire communities. It 

is our steadfast belief that the Holy Spirit will radically impact the 

multitudes through your partnership in this vital holistic means of 

self-sustainability. You are forever changing people’s lives and their 

world.  

Your Empowering Lives International Family 

 (This was funded by the Vacation Bible School) 

 

SELC: Thank you so much for your generous donations during the 

Rally Sunday luncheon! College is very expensive and your donations 

help more than you know. I really appreciate your continual support 

and encouragement during my time in college and I want to thank you 

for everything you do for me. 

With sincere gratitude, Laura  

 

Give God the glory! This Thanksgiving, 14 churches and 47 

volunteers coordinated to feed over 200 people with 20+ meals 

delivered to home bound individuals. Thank you to all of the cooks, 

volunteers and individuals that participated in this year’s Community 

Thanksgiving Meal. Blessings 

Alicia Lemon 

 

  



December Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  2 Joan Anderson 

     Dan Thurman 

  3 Katarina Niemann 

  4  Chad Daniel 

  5  Melissa Merrifield 

 Caden Mullin 

  8  John Daniel 

    Cheryl Orr 

  9  Carl Alvine 

10  Kari Brownholland 

11  Joseph Taylor 

12 Vincent LaBarbera 

13  Kris Emerson 

      Duston Ridinger 

14  Carson Graf  

 Michelle Hultquist 

 Betty Jo Wetherell (BJ) 

15  Dalton Provino 

 Ana Thomas 

17  Marilyn Boal 

 Kyle Burnham 

18 Annika Kerr 

19 Olivia Anson 

20  Betty Molander 

22 Dawn McClure 

23  Allison Lucas 

 Kathleen Lucas 

 Brandon Woline 

24  Dwight Hultquist 

 Michael LaBarbera 

25  Margaret Molander 

26 Eva Thomas 

27 Anthony Lackman 

 Lincoln Naber 

28  Anna Beckman 

      Adam Bodenham 

     Doug Deardorff 

30 Aaron Lindeen 

31 Ruth Thomas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

10  Mike and Jackie Brawner 

 Kyle & Kailey Emerson 

14 Dan and Cathy Thurman 

16 Jerry and Norma Lindeen 

18  Stan and Valerie Unkrich 

18  Tom and Janet Erickson 

20  Rod and Taryn Ryan 

27  Arvid and Joan Anderson 

29  Craig and Peggy Grothe 

29  Steve and Mary Wettach 

30 Jim and Shirley Krabill 

30  Dennis and Susan Hult 

30 Paul & Julie Ostby 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families. Please pray in 

November for: 

 

November 26 (corrected) 
Louise Unkrich 

Stan & Valerie Unkrich 

Tyson Unkrich 

Mary Lee Van Egdon 

John Wagner 

Jennifer Wagner, Zoe and Rory Wagner 
 

December 3: 
Patty Waterhouse 

Susanne Waterhouse 

Travis Waterhouse 

Trent Waterhouse 
 

December 10: 
Mike & Karen Well, Emily, Elizabeth 

Reed Wenstrand 

Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

BJ Wetherell 
 

December 17: 
Matthew Wettach 

Steven & Mary Wettach 

Julia Whitaker, JonViev, TaVence 

John & Jane Wickham 
 

December 24: 
Steven & Shelly Wickham 

Kory & Megan Winsor 

Brandon Woline 

Richard Woline 

Ryan & Christina Woline, Paige 
 

December 31: 
Wayne & Leah Woline 

Mark Youngquist & Connie Spitzack, Nathanael, Lydia 

Jeff & Deidre Zihlman, Hannah, Charlie 

Keith & Lana Zihlman 

Paul & Darci Zoss, Andrew, Helen, Peter, Daniel  

 



 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

 

BIRTH 
 James Charles Johnson was born four weeks early to Joe and 

Rachel Johnson. Mike and Jackie Brawner are proud 

grandparents. 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 

 the volunteers that assisted in making Ostkaka for the 

Smorgasbord, volunteered their time cooking, serving, bussing 

tables, or any of the many jobs required for a successful 

Smorgasbord.. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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